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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1,3-10 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Halliday et al. in view of Suorsa, Yu, Roche, Vaghi and Taylor et al. 

Halliday et al. shows all of the limitations of the claims except for specifying a 
single host site and particular software services, including credit card processing, 
calculation of taxes, warehouse management, shipping and invoicing. 

Halliday et al. shows, figure 4, a system for accurate time and usage based 
metering of client application or client application feature usage and the reporting of said 
usage to a site on a public network. 

From page 3, second column: 

A basic overview of operation of the present invention is as follows: 

A user will first create an account with the central billing site 1J and add some 

credit to his account using well known financial on site or remote transaction facilities 

and methods. 

The user will then load from a data storage medium (such as a magnetic disk or 
tape, optical disk including CD ROM and DVD, electronic storage media including 
ROMcard and RAM-card, or any other suitable data storage means), or download from 
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a proprietor's website to his local computer, one or more specially configured software 
packages. These packages may include, in addition to the client application, an 
application library (solution stack) having metering means for developing and 
communicating usage information to an also included metering monitor. An included 
login tool (request for a transaction) provides an interactive front end to the metering 
monitor and enables the user to logon to the remote metering system (integration block, 
single point access). The logon process will map the local user on the client computer 
to an account held in the remote database, and such account will be charged as usage 
of an application is accumulated. Once logged on, any applications running (evidence 
of accessing and providing results) as a local user will be charged to the remote 
account. The metering monitor software on the client computer is responsible for 
accepting usage information from a client application and forwarding that information to 
the central billing server. Further, the metering monitor is operative to track application 
exits and to close charging sessions for applications that exit spuriously. In an 
alternative embodiment of the present invention, the metering monitor may also act as a 
proxy server, accumulating metering information and forwarding the information as a 
batch to the central server at periodic intervals set by the server. This is intended to 
minimize the amount of time the client computer needs to be in contact with its metering 
server. 

Applications are executed. As the applications execute vendor code calls 
(determining s/w programs) to the client library to indicate that features are in use, the 
library will forward this information to the metering monitor. The metering monitor will 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/608,91 1 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3627 

then associate this application with a server account via the map of logged-in users and 
forward the information to the metering server. 

Halliday teaches, paragraph [0061], "It is well known to those skilled in the art 
that the environment described in FIG. 1 can also exist at a single location where no 
public network is involved. It should also be clear that the database host 1 H can be 
distributed across a plurality of sites, or be replicated across a plurality of sites. It is 
also important to note that the public host (1 F) and secure host (1 G) roles can be 
performed by a single component." 

Based on the teachings of Halliday, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to modify the shown 
embodiment shown in figure 1 of Halliday to collocate the host and proprietor's websites 
in order to maximize computer efficiency. 

Suorsa teaches, column 2, line 17, credit card processing software. 

Yu teaches, column 2, line 65, calculation of taxes software. 

Taylor et al. teaches, column 9, lines 12-13, warehouse management software. 

Vaghi teaches, column 2, line 55, shipping software. 

Roche teaches, column 8, line 68 invoicing software. 

Based on the teachings of Suorsa, Yu, Roche, Vaghi and Taylor et al., it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, 
to specify known software applications, including credit card processing, calculation of 
taxes, warehouse management, shipping and invoicing software, as part of the Halliday 
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application library in order to generate greater revenue from the usage of known 
software. 

Examiner, per 37 CFR 1 .104 (c) (2), has pointed out particular references 
contained in the prior arts of record in the body of this action for the convenience of the 
applicant. Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art 
and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and 
figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing 
the response, to consider fully the entire references as potentially teaching all or part of 
the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior arts 
of disclosed by the examiner. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to all claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Cuff whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6778. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on (571) 272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Michael Cuff/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



